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IX. VISIONS OF THE END 



First day. — §31. Assurances of triumph. Read 19:1-5. In the imme- 
diately preceding chapter John has depicted the utter downfall of Rome. But 
the triumph of the Christians will not be complete until other foes of Christianity 
have been destroyed and Satan has been bound. John's visions of successive 
events in this last act of the drama are yet to be described. The first incident is 
an assuring picture of the heavenly choir praising God for his glory as demonstrated 
in the destruction of Rome. To men upon earth her power over the Christians 
may seem irresistible, but the inhabitants of heaven know that God will fully 
avenge his suffering saints. By a description of this heavenly scene John once 
more conveys to his readers the assurance of triumph. 

Second day. — Read ig:6-8. The heavenly singers turn their eyes from fallen 
Rome to the further triumph in store for Christ and his saints. Since God 
Almighty reigns in heaven the ultimate and complete vindication of the righteous 
is assured. The consummation is here figuratively described as a marriage 
between Christ and the Christian group, the latter having become properly 
adorned for the ceremony by the righteous deeds of the faithful who have endured 
persecution. 

Third day. — Read 19:9 f. By a slight change in the figure just used, the 
angel who is acting as guide and interpreter for John in his vision speaks of the 
Christians individually as guests at the marriage feast. His assuring words so 
impress John that the latter would have worshiped his heavenly guide. The ob- 
jection raised by the angel becomes a further ground of assurance. Faithful 
Christians are to think of themselves as standing upon an equal footing with the 
angels before God. Just as God employs angels to disclose his will, so Christians 
who bear faithful witness to Jesus in days of persecution have the prophetic spirit 
within themselves and thus performing upon earth a function quite as honorable as 
that discharged by the angels in heaven. 

Fourth day. — §32. Victory of the heavenly powers. Read 19:11-13. John 
is now prepared — and he has prepared his readers — to witness in a vision the final 
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act by which the complete suppression of all Christianity's enemies is to be accom- 
plished. The conquering hero of the occasion is the heavenly Christ, who comes 
to judge and slay all his foes. He is a terrifying figure. Royally accoutered and 
riding upon a white charger, his very glance is like a devouring fire. The ancients 
firmly believed in the magical power of an unknown name, hence the secret name 
possessed by Christ added to his unconquerable power. The carnage to foUow 
in his train is foreshadowed by his blood-sprinkled garment, and the designation 
"Word of God" which he bears identifies him with the highest of heavenly author- 
ities. 

Fifth day. — Read 19:14-16. Following this warrior are seen the armies of 
heaven, also riding upon white horses. But instead of describing these armies 
John's gaze reverts to the leader, and further details of his portrait are described. 
The very breath of his mouth is a sword of destruction with which he slays his 
enemies. As the exponent of God's wrath, he will crush the forces of evil even 
as grapes are crushed in the winepress. In contrast with heathen princes and 
potentates, he is king of kings and lord of lords. 

Sixth day. — Read ig : 1 7 f . So overwhelming wiU be the victory that an angel 
is seen summoning the birds of prey to assemble for a feast upon the bodies of the 
slain. No honors of burial will be permitted to the dead even though they are 
kings and high officials. Carrion birds will prey without discrimination upon men 
of high and low degree, as well as upon the flesh of the horses. 

Seventh day. — ^Read 19: 19-21. Next John sees a picture of the conflict and 
its outcome. The enemies arrayed against Christ and his heavenly hosts are the 
*' beast" who had survived the destruction of Rome and earthly kings with their 
respective armies. The victory is overwhelmmg. First, punishment is meted 
out to the beast and his priest, whose great crime has been that of persecuting 
Christians for refusing to worship the emperor. These two demonic powers are 
consigned to a place of torture in the fiery lake of burning brimstone. A second 
item is sudden slaughter of all other foes by Christ himself, apparently without 
the assistance of the heavenly hosts who followed in his train. 

Eighth day.—Re&A 20: 1-3. The last act in this final victory of the powers of 
heaven is the binding of Satan. Ever since his ejection from heaven he has been 
afflicting mortals, but now even his terrestrial activities are at an end. John sees 
a picture showing the descent of an angle especially commissioned to bind Satan 
and cast him into the lowest regions, called the abyss. This place in the lower 
regions is to be distinguished from the burning pit where the beast and his priest 
are confined. With Satan cast into the abyss and the entrance firmly sealed, the 
source of all evils in the world has been finally eliminated. Apparently John 
believes that there are distant heathen nations still upon the earth, but they dwell 
in parts so remote that they have not participated in the recent conflict. And 
since Satan is bound, there is no evil power left to incite them against Christ and his 
companions. This evil work will be undertaken by Satan a thousand years hence, 
but for the present the Christians' troubles are at an end. 

Ninth day. — § 33. The millennium. Read 20:4-6. John now describes his 
vision of the coming reign of Christ upon earth for one thousand years. This 
new regime is introduced by the first judgment when the faithful appear to receive 
their reward. First, all martyrs who have fallen in the persecutions are raised 
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to participate in the blessings of the millennium. A similar privilege awaits all 
living Christians who have refused to worship the emperor. But the rest of the 
dead, v/hether righteous or wicked, are not raised at this time. Only the Christian 
martyrs participate in the "first resurrection" as pictured by John. During the 
millennium Christ and his saints dwell in Jerusalem, all possessing the dignity of 
princely rulers and assured that they have nothing to fear from the final judgment 
to follow after the one thousand years have passed. 

Tenth day. — § 34. The last conflict. Read 20:7 f. A brief period of distress 
is depicted following the millennium. Satan has been released from his abyssmal 
prison and undertakes again his characteristic work of inciting the heathen to 
hostility against Christians. This time he seeks out distant nations, persuading 
them to assemble their numberless hosts to make war upon Christ and the saints 
dwelling in Jerusalem. 

Eleventh day. — Read 20: g f. The outcome of this last conflict is decisive and 
comprehensive. Fire from heaven utterly destroys all the hostile heathen. Now 
no one is left upon earth except Christ and his companions. Satan's career is 
brought to a close when he is cast into the burning pit to suffer eternal punishment 
along with the beast and his prophet, who have already spent a thousand years in 
torture. 

Twelfth day. — §35. Final judgment. Read 20:11 f. The last item in the 
triumph of the heavenly powers is shown in a picture of the final judgment. God 
is seen seated upon a white throne, a terror to all who dwell in heaven or upon 
earth. But no one is able to escape. All the dead are revived in order to receive 
judgment according to their deserts as recorded in the heavenly books. The 
names of the righteous are recorded in the "book of life," and the wicked are listed 
in separate books. 

Thirteenth day. — Read 20:13-15. The resurrection is comprehensive. It 
includes all heathen, all Jews, and all Christians except those who have been asso- 
ciated with Christ during the millennium. Those who have perished in the sea 
are restored to life, and those who have been dwelling in the lower regions held in 
the grip of the monsters called "death and hades " are liberated. Then judgment 
is passed upon all creatures, Christ and the millennial saints alone excepted (20 : 5 f .) . 
The monsters "death and hades" are disposed of first, receiving their portion in 
the lake of fire. In ancient times it was believed that the death of men was the 
result of action by demonic powers who carried their victims off to the lower 
world. With these malevolent agents eternally condemned to the burning pit, 
the power of death would be completely broken (see also I Cor. 15 : 24 f.). Judg- 
ment upon risen mortals then proceeds to its conclusion, the wicked being cast 
into the fiery pit while the righteous are saved for participation in the blessings 
of the new world exhibited to John in his next vision. 

X. VISIONS OF THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH 

Fourteenth day.—% 36. Announcement of the new age. Read 21: 1-4. John 
is permitted to gaze upon a magnificent picture of the new world where the 
righteous are to reside throughout eternity. A new city made in heaven is to be 
let down upon the earth, now completely renovated. The seer hears an angelic 
voice announce that God himself is to abandon his dwelling place in heaven and 
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take up his residence upon earth among the saints in their new Jerusalem. The 
new city is to be a perfectly ideal abode, entirely free from aU forms of distress 
experienced by the inhabitants of the former Jerusalem. No one will die, no one 
will mourn, nor will any pain afflict the saints. 

Fifteenth day. — Read 21 : 5-8. The announcement of the coming age of bless- 
ing is repeated in John's hearing by God himself. He assures the seer that all 
things are to be renewed, and this word of assurance is to be commimicated to the 
Christians who are now suffering the agonies of persecution. When announced by 
the Almighty the outcome is so certain that it may be regarded as virtually a 
present reality. Those who remain faithful in the present hour of trial wiU ulti- 
mately be admitted into the very presence of God where they shall quench their 
thirst at the foimtain of living water and enjoy the full privileges of sons of God. 
On the other hand, those who draw back with fear in the hour of trial, those who 
refuse to believe in Christ, and all sinners are destined for the lake of fire. 

Sixteenth day. — §37. Description of the new Jerusalem. Read 2i:9f. A 
special messenger comes to John in his vision and leads him into another picture 
gallery where he sees the new Jerusalem that is to be let down from heaven upon 
earth when the time for the end of all things arrives. While "in the Spirit" John 
is permitted to see from a mountain in heaven this magnificent picture of the new 
Jerusalem in order that he may reproduce it for the encouragement of his suffering 
brethren. 

Seventeenth day. — Read 21 : 11-14. As described by the seer, the new city is 
brilliantly lighted, emitting a radiance which is nothing less than the dazzling 
splendor of God. Its brilliance resembles that of the most precious gem imagin- 
able. It is surrounded by a high wall with twelve gates guarded by angels — one 
entrance for each of the twelve tribes of Israel. These gates are distributed equally 
on the four sides of the city. The fundamental position of the Christians is indi- 
cated by the twelve conspicuous foundation stones upon which the names of the 
twelve apostles are inscribed. 

Eighteenth day. — Read 21 : 15-17. The perfection of the new city is revealed 
in its measurements, all of which are multiples of the sacred number twelve. 
Being equal in length, breadth, and height, the city forms a perfect cube measuring 
i2,cx50 furlongs — that is, over 1,400 miles on each side. When men become as 
angels the seer feels no incongruity in supposing that they may ascend 1,400 mUes 
in air as easUy as they travel the same distance horizontally. The wall which 
measures scarcely 240 feet seems ridiculously low in comparison with the height 
of the buildings, but we must remember that there were no enemies to attack 
this city, nor did the seer feel under any compulsion to make the city's measure- 
ments conform to earthly architectural standards. In fact the farther visionary 
experiences deviated from commonplace things of earth the greater was their 
significance likely to be. But in order that his readers may have a definite notion 
of the size of the city, John assures them that the standard of measurement 
employed by the angel was the same as that commonly used among men. 

Nineteenth day. — Read 21:18-21. The names of precious stones and metals 
are used to describe the magnificence of the city's ornamentations. Gems were 
set in the foundation stones of the walls, each gate was a gigantic pearl, and the 
streets were paved with gold so fine that it was transparent like glass. 
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Twentieth day. — Read 21 : 22 f. John is struck by the absence of any temple 
in this picture of the new Jerusalem. But with both God and Christ dwelling 
in daily association with men no building for formal worship was necessary. The 
need for natural luminaries was also eliminated. The rays of light streaming 
forth from God and Christ made both sun and moon superfluous. 

Twenty-first day. — Read 21:24-27. The city is populated by the redeemed 
from every nation. Apparently various converted gentUe nationalities still 
retain their identity and reside in different regions of the new earth. But the 
gates of the city are always open to receive these visitors who come hither to give 
glory and honor to God. But none of the wicked, who have been consigned to the 
burning pit, shall ever find their way into the sacred precincts of the new Jeru- 
salem. It can be entered only by those whose names are found written in the 
book of life when opened on the day of final judgment. 

Twenty-second day. — Read 22:1 f. Among the blessings of the city is a 
wonderful river flowing from beneath the throne of God and of Christ. From this 
river the righteous will be permitted freely to quench their thirst (21:6; 22:17). 
A marvelously fruitful tree provides twelve varieties of food for the saints. This 
is a much higher privilege than that enjoyed in the first Paradise, where man was 
forbidden to eat of the tree of knowledge. The very leaves of the tree that grows 
in the new Jerusalem have medicinal properties capable of increasing the blessed- 
ness of the peoples who come under its protection. 

Twenty-third day. — Read 22:3-5. John concludes his description of the 
wonderful city by emphasizing its perfection. It will not contain any accursed 
thing, and there will dwell God and Christ ministered to by the saints. They are 
permitted to look directly upon the face of God and to have his name inscribed 
upon their foreheads. Perpetual day shall prevail, since the radiance emanating 
from God never ceases; and in his presence the redeemed shall reign eternally. 

XI. CONCLUSION 

Twenty-fourth day. — §38. Final instructions to John. Read 22:6-9. The 
seer has viewed the last picture in the great art gallery of heaven, whither he had 
been transported "in the Spirit" in order that he might receive a message of cheer 
for his persecuted fellow-Christians (see especially 1:1-3, 10 f., 19). But before 
his spirit descends from the heavenly regions he receives a series of impressive 
injunctions. He is assured that his visions of coming deliverance are not illusory 
and that these things "must shortly come to pass." John believes that he has 
been equipped to utter the infallible predictions of a true prophet when he reports 
Christ as saying, "Behold, I come quickly." Those who accept this conviction of 
the seer and look for the speedy advent of Christ to bring an end to the persecution 
are declared to be blessed. John here repeats what he has previously said about 
his own equality with his angelic guide (19:10) — a further witness to the alleged 
reliability of his message. 

Twenty-fifth day. — Read 22:10-12. The end is believed to be so near that 
John's prophecy is not to be sealed up for use at some distant date. It applies 
to conditions as they exist at the time of writing and offers a solution to be realized 
within a few years. In the present crisis eternal destinies are being determined 
by the conduct of men. Those who remain faithful to Christ in these trying days 
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are soon to receive their reward, while those who refuse to believe on him are 
sealing their own doom. The opportunity to change one's status is almost at an 
end, for the advent of Christ, determining final destinies, is near at hand. 

Twenty-sixth day. — Read 22:13-15. The determining character of Christ's 
impending advent is again asserted, with the solemn declaration that his power is 
comprehensive, embracing the beginning and the end of all things. Those who 
follow him in purity will be entitled to the heavenly rewards previously described, 
but all sinners will be cast out together, their ultimate destiny being consignment 
to the burning pit. 

Twenty-seventh day. — Read 22:i6f. The instructions to John close with a 
mighty declaration of Christ's speedy coming. All thought in heaven is centered 
upon this occurrence, and people upon earth are admonished to prepare for this 
climactic event. Jesus is said to reaffirm that he has provided angelic guidance 
for John in order that the latter may commimicate the true message of comfort 
to the churches. The heavenly Spirit which inspires the prophets and the per- 
sonified new Jerusalem previously designated the "bride" (21:9) reiterate the 
hope of Jesus' coming, and the same refrain is to be taken up by the readers of the 
book. Over against Christ's coming, the thirsty and needy are invited to come 
into the Christian fold where they will secure for themselves a sure salvation. 

Twenty-eighth day. — §39. Final exhortation of John. Read 22:18-21. In 
closing his book the author speaks a few words of admonition on his own account. 
His conviction of the accuracy of his visions is so strong that he believes eternal 
destinies' will be determined by the attitude readers take toward his interpretation 
of history. Doubtless there were Christians in his own day who were far less sure 
that the end was imminent and who thought the seer overconfident in his predic- 
tions. But the hope of a speedy return of Christ has taken possession of him so 
completely that he believes those who disagree with him will be denied a place in 
the new Jerusalem. After solemnly affirming again that Jesus promises an early 
return, the seer closes his book with the fervent prayer, "Come Lord Jesus." 

Twenty-ninth day. — § 40. Summary. Read through the paragraph headings 
§§ 1-39) noting particularly the general outline of the book. Observe that the 
trying position of the persecuted Christians in western Asia Minor furnished the 
specific occasion which prompted John to write. In the midst of those stirring 
events his own faith in the triimiph of God's cause expressed itself in the form of 
wonderful visions depicting the course of events by which suffering Christians 
were to be given early and complete release from their troubles. The days 
of the present evil order are thought to be rapidly drawing to a close and an early 
return of Christ is to usher in a new order. Such was John's conviction as ex- 
pressed in his visions seen during the hours of ecstatic meditation while he was " in 
the Spirit " upon the lonely island of Patmos. After a few words addressed to the 
Asiatic churches threatened by the persecution, admonishing them to holy living 
in preparation for Christ's coming, the seer sets forth a series of pictures describing 
the days of coming distress to be followed by a glorious triumph for the saints. 
In painting these word-pictures doubtless John employed much imagery with 
which he was already familiar in earlier works of this type, such as Daniel and 
Enoch. But these figures and images were aU used to impress upon his readers 
what the author believed to be very real impending events. The persecutions 
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were to continue for perhaps a dozen years longer; then Rome was to fall, all 
hostile earthly powers were to be suppressed, Satan was to be bound for a thousand 
years, a period of brief tribulation was to follow the millennium, and at last final 
judgment would be enacted and the new Jerusalem established upon earth. The 
beginning of the new era would be the return of Christ to set up the millennium, 
and the author most emphatically affirms that this stage in the program is to be 
reached very soon. The time is at hand; the advent of Christ is imminent 
(1:3, 7f.; 3:11; 22:7, 10, 12, 20). 

Thirtieth day. — § 41. Present-day use of Revelation. History has disclosed 
the fact that the seer was overzealous in declaring that the Christians were soon to 
be relieved of their troubles by the early return of Christ. Time has shown that 
God intended that Christians should secure their triumph over the persecutor in a 
much more gradual and less spectacular manner, and by much more aggressive 
action on their own part. In view of this outcome of history, how is the Book 
of Revelation to be used at the present time ? 

The present-day reader must choose between three typical ways of using the 
book. One way may be called the futuristic. That is, the message of the book 
is not linked up with the author's own situation, nor is it interpreted in terms of 
the vital experiences of himself and his readers. On the contrary, it is made to 
refer to far-oflE future events still unrealized after the lapse of more than eighteen 
centuries. This interpretation requires that we practically ignore John's anxiety 
about his feUow-suflerers, or else we must believe that he thought to cheer his 
contemporaries with the promise of a deliverance to be effected some two thousand 
years or more after they were dead. More serious still, John's explicit references 
to the worship of the emperor, the downfall of Rome, and the early return of Christ 
have all to be greatly distorted or tacitly ignored when the futuristic method is 
followed. It is said that John did not expect the end of the world early in the 
second century a.d., but he expected it early in the twentieth. Yet if it does not 
occur at this time, then he had in mind a still later date — and so his meaning is to 
be reinterpreted with each new decade of delay in Christ's return. 

The second chief method of interpretation is the allegorical or "spiritual." 
This method assumes that John did not intend his statements to be taken literally. 
Beneath his language there was a figurative or hidden meaniog. His book is to be 
read as one would read Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, or Milton's Paradise Lost. 
If this is true, it is a mistake to suppose that John expected the concrete events 
described in his vision to be realized in actual history. We are asked to believe 
that he deliberately used these pictures to symbolize much less spectacular events 
to occur throughout the long course of many future years. Accordingly, Christ's 
coming might mean his spiritual indwelling within believers, and John's vision 
of the new Jerusalem would be a symbolic way of predicting the gradual triumph 
of the church. Thus the seer stands quite above the real storm and stress of his 
own day, viewing history through the eyes of subsequent generations. While 
the futurist transplants John's literalism into subsequent times, the allegorist 
injects into John's language a hidden or figurative meaning suitable to later ages. 
Both similarly ignore John's vital connection with the experiences of his own age, 
and seek by their respective interpretations to make his words fit subsequent 
conditions. The futurist expects the institution of a new set of circumstances that 
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will measurably conform to John's language; the allegorist makes John's language 
conform to present notions. 

A third method of interpretation is the historical. Its point of departure is 
neither the future nor the present, but the past; that is, the actual world and 
circumstances of the author's own day. This is the method which has been 
employed in the present course of study. 

When the Book of Revelation is studied in this historical way, what value has 
it for us of today ? This method of interpretation does not permit us to regard 
John as primarily a wild theorist or a vague allegorist. To be sure, he theorizes 
about the end of the world and he often uses imagery and symbols whose meaning 
may seem obscure and fanciful to us. But when we recognize that these notions 
were simply current ways of expressing religious convictions in primitive times, 
we may the more easily discard these outgrown ways of thinking without losing 
our appreciation of the aspirations and ideals of the Christian heart that beats be- 
neath these ancient garments of overzealous hopes and extravagant language. The 
failure of John's eager expectation of Christ's speedy return is quite secondary to 
his mighty faith in God, without which his ecstasy and visions would have been 
impossible. It is John's loyalty in the hour of affliction, his contagious faith, and 
his inspiring devotion to the Christian cause that make the reading of his book 
worth while today. If we of the twentieth century, in meeting our peculiar 
problems, have been inspired to emulate his faith in the trixmiph of righteousness 
and his devotion to the cause of Christ, we will not have read his book in vain. 
The solutions which he proposed for his special problems — solutions that served 
well the needs of his day — wiU not meet our necessities; but a sincerity and con- 
secration like hiswUl prove a most valuable asset for us as we devise new and more 
appropriate means of meeting issues characteristic of our times. 

KEVIEW QUESTIONS 

1. Recalling the terrors of the visions of chap. i8, describe the change of 
scene with which chap. 19 opens. 

2. What person now appears as the agent of destruction of the enemies of the 
Christians ? 

3. How does the author give the crowning touch of ignominy to his picture of 
the death of the opponents of the riders upon the white horses ? 

4. Why did the vision of the binding of Satan for a thousand years comfort 
the Christians of John's day ? 

5. How does the "first resurrection" which the author describes differ from 
the second or final resurrection ? 

6. Name some of the wonders of the new Jerusalem which John sees in his 
vision. 

7. What does this description mean to you ? 

8. Why was no temple necessary in this new city? 
g. Who was to dwell in the city ? 

10. How does the description of the city suggest that the writer had in mind 
the story of the Garden of Eden and sought to show his vision superior to it ? 

11. How does the author now emphasize the importance of belief in the mean- 
ing of his visions ? 
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12. Why was immediate decision important to his hearers ? 

13. What authority does John claim for his admonitions? 

14. Give here an outline of the book which is the result of your work. 

IS- Would those who first read this book be most encouraged by the specific 
character of the visions or by the assurance of the immediateness of the destruction 
of Rome and the return of Jesus ? 

16. Rome fell. Christ did not return. Does this mean that John was not 
a true prophet ? What is a prophet ? 

17. What is the great contribution of this book to Christian insph-ation ? 

18. Which of the three methods of interpreting the book have you decided to 
accept for yourself ? 

19. Give your reasons for this decision. 

20. Has the Book of Revelation become more or less valuable to you as a 
part of the Christian message ? Why ? 



